Lao a iy 
Approved For-Release S65) SE Ud nase aounrannoi pooonGdaee 


systema checked out satisfacteriiy. Xt wes immediately apparent, 
however, that the fuel system was in trouble with leaks turning up in 


preasure ani to an observer it appeared that the aircraft wes leak- 
ing everywhere, literally raining underneath. It wes immediately 
defueled and the search for leaks atarted. By Wednesday it was deter 


mined that there were dozens of leaks per tank anf that theL 25X1A 


abl. to strip it out in long intact strips and it was apparent that 
it was not efbering to the metal structure. & tentative decision 

25X1A was made Wednesday night to strip the entire aircraft end reseal with 
+. This was approved at a meeting with Kelly st 


The stripping ani resealing will probably delay baving the eir- 
ereft flight ready for six veeks. However, plans are being made to 
start texi runs with fuel in #3 (sump) tank only, or in external tanks. 
hig should enable us to taxi within three weeks. 


b. = _| sai setae mevtann 08 Ose Ce ein 
ing for a complete briefing on afministration, secur » construction, 
eat teabuical atatus at the bass. There appear to be no serious loose 
enéa other than technical at the soment. I gave them their first 
complete briefing on the stetus of the aircraft, both technical and 
schedule. I believe they are now in # better position to do their 
25X1A Planning for base tions ant training. As « result of the status 

of the progres, ie reconsidering his requirement for 
pilots and when they will come on beard. 


25X1A 
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25X1C 


Ce the | | nas been operating very satis- 
facterily ani on ‘ 


®. Anl2 Meg. Status 


a. On 26 February I stated that the #2 airframe was a month 
away from moving into the "C" mating Jig and thet #3 was moving well 
in the "A" jig end waa gaining on #2. This status still rewnine ané 
I believe that the predicted date that #2 moves to the "C" jig end 
#3 to the "B" jig is still good. 
b. It now appears that there may be some ‘ement in the 
final assenbly time since they are no longer using a sealer. 20X1A 
This should eliminate one of their biggest assembly heedaches. 


a. There is no further word on the status of general items of 
equipment. and plumbing except that there will be no shortages for §2. 
t week. The problem of the high speed drogue parachute 


Three additional live jumps were made March § and four jumps in 
full. pressure suit were scheduled March 9, but held up due to weather. 


25X1A 3. ze) 


[| nee apparently solved their last big problem which ves 
the skin-pan banding. ‘The deli date of the static test article 
of April 21 now looks good. bas easgured usa thet the 
eddition of three plys on each skin will not affect the AN character- 
ietics of the fin. 


a 

There has been no appreciable progress in the AR program at the 
[hey are still working on the design and loading of the spike 
and are still endeavoring to get an operational 70 ac. rig. 


5+ Gemoluatons 
&. The sealing problem om #1 will delay the ground ant flight 
test prograus three to six weeks. 
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#2 airframe will probably not de delivered before the end 
ad dugg Sonat coi ast aul posaee ecanecs. 


¢. The substitution of the| ene the 25X1A 

final seasenbly problem, but does not necessarily sclve the sealing 
Oe ee ee es ee Ce 

I recosmend an approach to the problem wherein we construct a typical 
titanium tank te which we cen apply various sealant materials ant 

test it under heat, pressure, and ahake. ‘This, it appears to m, is 

& more realistic approach to the problem. I would like to discuss 

this with you on my next trip to Washington. 


25X1A SES 


aacencasloy Consultant 
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